
 
 
 
January 23, 2008 
 
 
Dear Associate Provost Estry, 
  
The proposal for a specialization in sustainability at Michigan State University has my 
full support. As one who has taught graduate courses in Sustainability and Systemics at 
the Universities of Minnesota and Uppsala in Sweden as well as at MSU (spring 2007), I 
am particularly impressed with the logic for such an undergraduate offering at MSU, with 
the proposed curriculum, and most especially with the proposed pedagogy for it. This is a 
well considered and well crafted response to an urgent challenge. 
  
Education for Sustainability is now a well-recognized academic domain in many 
countries across the world as appreciation of the need for such a focus continues to 
accelerate in the face of the complex global-scale challenges that humanity now 
increasingly faces: Michigan State University is well positioned to make a major 
contribution to this academic endeavor.  
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Richard Bawden AM PhD 
Visiting Distinguished University Professor (2000 - 2007) Michigan State University.  
Visiting Professor, Open University, UK. 
Professor and Dean Emeritus, University of Western Sydney. 
 



 

January 21, 2008 
Dr. Douglas Estry, Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
447 Administration Building 
 
Dear Doug: 
 
I am pleased to have the opportunity to offer my full support and recommendation for the 
proposed Sustainability Specialization.  I have known Terry Link, Laurie Thorp and Geoff 
Habron for more than 8 years and have had the privilege of being colleagues in the Bailey 
Scholars Program and cooperators in the development of the MSU Student Organic Farm 
and Organic Farming Certificate Program.  Dr. Thorp as coordinator and leader of the 
RISE Specialization has also had an essential leadership role as co-coordinator of the SOF.  
 
Important reasons to support the Sustainability Specialization: 

 Students are requesting it and are excited about approaching the future with 
ecological and sustainability based solutions; 

 Students need opportunities to experience the “triple bottom line” of sustainability 
both in and outside of the classroom; 

 The institution as a whole needs a greater emphasis on whole person development   
and how to balance mental, physical, emotional (aesthetic), and spiritual growth; 

 Students will benefit from alternatives to classroom learning through portfolio 
development and competency based assessment; 

 The proposal to house the specialization in the Provost’s office will provide a 
unique and valuable opportunity for cross college interaction and partnerships; 

 The Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Specialization that will be 
developed and submitted for approval in the coming year will benefit greatly from a 
partnership with the Sustainability Specialization. 

 
The specialization as planned will clearly require a significant commitment of faculty time 
and resources to provide the necessary program support and portfolio evaluation.  I have 
had the opportunity to see Laurie, Geoff and Terry develop and practice the skills and 
methods they propose to use in implementing the specialization.  They have also explained 
the commitment of the Provost’s office to this ambitions undertaking.   I am committed to 
supporting Laurie, Geoff, Terry and other faculty implementing the specialization, 
particularly in regards to providing the Student Organic Farm as a laboratory for student 
experiences related to ecological and sustainable programs. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John A. Biernbaum       biernbau@msu.edu  355-5191  x 1419 
Professor of Horticulture and Co-coordinator of the MSU Student Organic Farm  



January 16, 2008 
 
Dr. Douglas Estry, Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
447 Administration Building 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI  48824 
 
Dear Doug: 
 
It is my understanding that in the very near future, a document entitled, Sustainability 
Specialization Proposal will be submitted by Terry Link, Geoff Habron and Laurie Thorp 
for approval by the appropriate academic governance process.  This is a very timely, 
important and academically sound proposal.  It is my recommendation that it be approved 
and implemented as soon as possible. 
 
Every fall semester, in ENT 205, I introduce about 120 engineering and other physical 
science students to the philosophy, systems and practices of sustainable development.  
The vast majority of these students have never been exposed to the topic of sustainability 
in a meaningful way.  They respond very favorably.  The reason I mention this is because 
there is currently a distinct need at MSU, and most other Land Grant institutions, for 
undergraduates to have an opportunity to engage in the issues of sustainability in a 
comprehensive and academically sound manner.  I have reviewed the Link et al. proposal 
and believe that the core competencies of Systems Thinking, Civic Engagement, Personal 
Development and Critical Thinking form a sound basis for this type of specialization.  I 
am also very impressed with the way learner, assessment, knowledge and community 
have been integrated into this highly innovative competency-based proposal.    
 
When I arrived at MSU in 1973, there was a Department of Electrical Engineering and 
Systems Science the provided global leadership for the development of Integrated Pest 
Management, which provided a sound foundation for development of the concept of 
Sustainable Agriculture and subsequently the innovation of Sustainable Development, as 
described in the Brundtland Report of 1987, and cited by Link et al.  Since the concept of 
sustainability is based on an ecological and not a mechanistic world view, there was a 
major backlash and it was not possible for MSU to continue its leadership role in this 
arena.  Today it is imperative for MSU undergraduates, the leaders of tomorrow, to have 
an opportunity to specialize in the truly interdisciplinary area of sustainability.  For  
individuals to be successful in interdisciplinarity, however, they must have sound 
foundation in one or more contributing disciplines. 
 
Kindly do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of additional assistance in evaluation of 
the Sustainability Specialization Proposal.    
 
Best regards, 
 
George W. Bird 
Professor 



January	  28,	  2008	  

	  

Letter	  of	  support:	  

	  

This	  is	  a	  letter	  in	  support	  for	  the	  Sustainable	  Specialization	  at	  MSU.	  	  It	  is	  a	  very	  importan	  proposal	  that	  
would	  help	  make	  MSU	  stand	  out	  in	  the	  green	  movement	  as	  well	  as	  the	  envirnomental	  justice	  arena.	  

I	  congratulate	  the	  team	  that	  worked	  so	  hard	  on	  this	  much	  needed	  specialization.	  

	  

Sincerely,	  

	  

Sissi	  P.	  Bruch,	  Ph.D.	  

Lanscape	  Architecture	  

School	  of	  Planning,	  Design,	  and	  Construction	  

	  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

January 25, 2008 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dr. Doug Estry, Associate Provost & Dean of Undergraduate 

Students 
 
From: Eunice F. Foster, Associate Dean 
 
RE: Sustainability Specialization Proposal 
 
The College of Agriculture and Natural Resources strongly supports the proposal 
for a university-wide Sustainability Specialization.  The proposal submitted by Drs. 
Geoffrey Habron, Laurie Thorp and Terry Link is innovative, would fit the needs of 
students from multiple colleges on campus, and would provide students with 
theory, skill, and knowledge in the area of sustainability in which they choose to 
study.  Specifically appealing is the fact that the specialization would utilize a 
competency-driven, problem-based approach and require a learning portfolio that is 
“built from curricular, co-curricular, and extra-curricular experiences.”   
 
The specialization would educate, prepare, and train our students to be leaders in 
addressing the sustainability issues that exist locally, nationally, and globally.   The 
seriousness of such issues cannot be overstated, and addressing these issues is 
critical to maintaining an inhabitable planet.  When approved, the proposed 
specialization may become one of the few, it not only one, of its kind in the U.S. 
and possibly globally with regard to its competency-driven, problem-based 
approach.   
 
The CANR strongly supports the Sustainability Specialization and urges approval 
of the specialization. 
 
 
 
 
C: Jeffrey Armstrong, Dean 
 Frank Fear, Senior Associate Dean 
 Rick Brandenburg, Assistant Dean 
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January 22, 2008

Dr. Doug Estry
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824

Dear Dr. Estry:

I am writing in support of the proposal to create an undergraduate specialization in
Sustainability at Michigan State University. As this proposal is considered at the
various levels of University governance, I would like to express my personal and
scholarly interest as a faculty member in the advancement of the specialization.
Recent developments hi understanding the links between environmental, social,
economic, and institutional problems have stimulated an interest in the
sustainability of the various systems that shape human wellbeing and prosperity.
From an academic perspective, I feel that it is the duty of educators to shed light on
these links and create a space for meaningful discourse around the concern for
future generations and their ability to meet their needs. Such broad-based discourse
is not easily facilitated within the boundaries of traditional academic disciplines.
The interdisciplinary structure of the proposed specialization is inspired by a need
for and interest in identifying new ways of understanding dynamic issues such as
poverty, resource degradation, equity, social justice, and welfare.

By its nature and design, the proposed specialization will bring together faculty
members from across colleges within the University. In this way, faculty and
students will gain insight from a broader consideration of social and environmental
issues than would otherwise be possible. As a natural resource economist with
scholarly interests in interdisciplinary studies, I look forward to the opportunity to
teach courses and advise students in the context of this specialization.

I commend the organizers as well as the numerous faculty members who have
contributed to the proposal. I affirm my unqualified support for the proposal, with
the hope that it will be given serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Robert B. Richardson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
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January 27, 2008 
 
Doug Estry, Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
Michigan State University 
312 Hannah Administration Building 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
 
Dear Doug, 
 
On behalf of the Michigan State University (MSU) Center for Service-Learning 
and Civic Engagement, I am pleased to write in support of the proposed 
Sustainability Specialization. This curriculum option will afford MSU students 
unique opportunities to combine issues-focused education with engagement for 
the public good, grounded in environmental stewardship and the maximization of 
human capital. It will allow students to pursue passion linked to learning and 
practicality while building citizenship values.  
 
The Center for Service-Learning and Civic Engagement (CSLCE), a jointly 
administered unit of the Vice President of Student Affairs and Services and the 
Associate Provost for University Outreach and Engagement, has a 40-year,  
viable history of issues-oriented practice, academic, curricular and  
co-curricular service-learning and civic engagement, advocacy for social causes 
and relationships to community that provide intersections for all. In 2006-2007 
the CSLCE worked with 417 not-for-profit agencies, organizations, schools, 
government offices and the like to meet community requests for MSU students 
involved in service-learning and civic engagement experiences. This relational 
capital and capacity will provide a network of support and opportunities for 
faculty, advisors and students to utilize the CSLCE to establish and maintain 
community-based connections and experiences applicable to the Sustainability 
Specialization. The CSLCE is poised and pleased to offer support in this manner.  
 
 An additional role of the CSLCE is to work with faculty and students to 
understand the principles and best practices of civic and community engagement. 
Through individual faculty orientations, class presentations, student orientations 
and utilization of “Tools of Engagement” curriculum modules, the CSLCE is 
most willing to support those involved in the Sustainability Specialization. This 
affiliation is seen as long-term and mutually beneficial.  
 
It is my opinion that the Sustainability Specialization truly speaks to the  
land-grant to world-grant philosophy and mission of MSU. It gives rich 
opportunities for students to become competent stewards of place in the context 
of a university curriculum grounded in distinctive scholarship.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Karen McKnight Casey, Director  
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January 21, 2008 
 
 
Douglas Estry, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
312 Administration Bldg. 
Campus 
 
Re: Sustainability Specialization 
 
Dear Dr. Estry: 
 
I am delighted to write in support of our proposed Sustainability 
Specialization. Many faculty in the applied science disciplines have 
sustainability as a major theme in research and teaching. That is certainly the 
case in my own teaching and research.  
 
Creating a sustainable human society is essential to the future of humankind. 
Offering our students the opportunity to choose a concerted focus on 
sustainability falls squarely within MSU’s world-grant mission and Boldness 
by Design. It will prepare them to make important contributions upon 
graduation and give them degrees on the cutting edge of their disciplines as 
many fields are shifting emphases to take account of sustainability. It will also 
give them critical insights to apply in their roles as citizens of our society. 
More importantly perhaps, by making this specialization available, MSU will 
be investing in creating the necessary conditions for a positive future for us 
all. 
 
Thanks for your support of this important endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tracy Dobson, J.D. 
Professor 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 22, 2008 

 
 
 

Douglas Estry 
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education and Dean of Undergraduate Studies 
312 Hannah Administration Building 
Michigan State University 
E.  Lansing, MI 

 
Dear Dr. Estry: 

 
I am writing to support the Sustainability Specialization Proposal submitted by Terry 
Link, Geoffrey Habron and Laurie Thorp.  As you know, there has been great interest 
among our faculty and students to offer a Sustainability Specialization at a time when 
sustainability programs are proliferating nationally.  This team of committed, 
experienced, and knowledgeable colleagues has designed a compelling and innovative 
proposal that integrates best practices in college teaching and learning.  Their design 
articulates and clarifies Core Competencies and Content Areas most relevant to 
Sustainability in the 21st century in the context of a well developed competency-based 
curriculum.  Their efforts integrate important in-class and out-of class learning 
experiences including civic engagement; and the assessment plan includes e-portfolios, 
which is one of the most effective means to promote integrative learning.  The 
organizational structure appears feasible.  Although this curricular model is quite 
complex, the authors have anticipated many of the organizational and curricular 
challenges without compromising their goals of providing authentic learning 
experiences to mirror the complexity of sustainability as an interdisciplinary and 
dynamic area of study.  For all these reasons, I not only offer this letter of support but I 
also commit F&OD to providing faculty development opportunities designed to assist 
them in this worthy endeavor. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Deborah DeZure, Ph.D. 
Assistant Provost for Faculty and Organizational Development 
 
 
Cc.  Theodore H. Curry II 

Terry Link 
 
 

 
 
     

 

 

 

MSU is an affirmative-action, 
equal-opportunity employer. 



 

Printed 1/31/08 

To: 
Dr. Doug Estry 
Associate Provost 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 
 
From: 
Richard Grogan, MPA 
PhD Student, Media & Information Studies 
Michigan State University 
groganri@msu.edu 
517-614-2817 
 
Dr. Estry, 
 
 The proposal for a specialization dedicated to the subject of sustainability could 
not have arisen at a more opportune time. As a global community we are being 
challenged to seek out and understand concepts of interrelation and engagement with our 
fellow citizens in order to address dramatic future changes to the world. Locally we are 
asked to engage in similar endeavors, but we must first understand these processes on 
both a personal and a global scale. With the implementation of this specialization, 
Michigan State University has the opportunity to assert itself as one of the leaders in 
addressing this subject matter. 
 Our students, several of whom I have taught over the past four semesters, are 
entering a world, in Michigan and beyond, that will increasingly ask them to think 
critically about the systems of which they are an integral part. We are fast approaching a 
time when single-discipline specialists, while valued, must also possess the ability to 
work across disciplinary lines in order to solve complex problems. Without this 
understanding, we are paralyzed when it comes to thoughtful action. 
 Sustainability, while its definition varies, involves several core elements, and 
among these are the abilities to think long-term and beyond oneself. Some of the 
problems that Michigan and our nation currently face can be attributed to a failure to 
think in terms of long-term and interconnected patterns. No one person or institution 
shoulders the blame for this circumstance, but we have the opportunity to address this 
issue for future generations. By instilling in students the importance of critical self-
reflection, seeing the world as a system, and community dialogue, we can begin to 
establish a shared platform of understanding across disciplines that will make our 
graduates not only better professionals, but better citizens of the world. 
 In sum, I offer my complete support to the specialization in sustainability. I am 
also happy to offer any additional information or entertain any questions you may have 
about the above comments as this process moves forward. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Richard Grogan 



Doug	  Estry	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Jan.	  21,	  2008	  
Associate	  Provost	  
Michigan	  State	  University	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Dr.	  Estry,	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  I	  am	  writing	  to	  express	  my	  unqualified	  support	  for	  the	  proposed	  specialization	  in	  sustainability	  at	  
Michigan	  State	  University.	  
	  
	  	  	  This	  specialization	  is	  very	  much	  in	  keeping	  with	  MSU’s	  mandate	  to	  engage	  students	  in	  the	  critical	  
issues	  of	  our	  time.	  	  I	  can	  think	  of	  no	  other	  university	  as	  uniquely	  equipped	  as	  MSU	  is	  with	  the	  programs	  
needed	  to	  tackle	  the	  diverse	  aspects	  of	  sustainability.	  
	  
	  	  	  A	  specialization	  puts	  a	  diverse	  student	  body	  to	  work	  at	  developing	  and	  understanding	  multiple	  points	  
of	  view	  and	  approaches.	  	  It	  is	  valuable	  experience	  for	  students	  who	  someday	  will	  be	  working	  on	  these	  
issues	  with	  similarly	  diverse	  people	  in	  their	  professional,	  academic	  or	  research	  careers.	  
	  
	  	  In	  a	  narrower	  sense	  this	  specialization	  very	  much	  benefits	  students	  at	  MSU’s	  Knight	  Center	  for	  
Environmental	  Journalism.	  	  Journalists	  do	  much	  of	  the	  translating	  for	  the	  public	  of	  complex	  issues	  like	  
sustainability.	  	  	  Our	  students	  who	  enroll	  in	  the	  sustainability	  specialization	  will	  become	  uniquely	  suited	  
to	  understand	  and	  explain	  what	  is	  easily	  one	  of	  the	  world’s	  most	  significant	  news	  	  stories.	  
	  
	  	  A	  sustainability	  specialization	  is	  a	  significant	  educational	  enhancement	  to	  MSU	  in	  general	  and	  to	  the	  
university’s	  Knight	  Center	  for	  Environmental	  Journalism	  in	  particular.	  
	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
David	  Poulson	  
Knight	  Center	  for	  Environmental	  Journalism	  
Michigan	  State	  University	  



 
January 24, 2008 
 
Associate Provost Doug Estry 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
 
Dear Dr. Estry: 
 
 I am writing to offer my enthusiastic support for the proposed sustainability 
specialization.  I believe it is a great idea for both students and the MSU 
community. 
 Many students recognize how important sustainability is to their future and 
the future of the world, but they need tools to pursue the changes that need to be 
made.  This specialization will help them acquire those tools. 
 My observation about students’ interest is based on conversations with the 
students involved in the School of Journalism Environmental Journalism Program, 
for which this specialization is an especially good fit, and from my conversations 
with the two-dozen honors college students I advise.  They see environmental 
issues, climate change and sustainability as pieces of a puzzle that they must solve. 
I believe our job as educators is to help them solve that puzzle through classes and 
outside class activities. 
 Offering the sustainability specialization also will reflect well on MSU.  Our 
university has been active as an organization grappling with one of the truly 
serious problems confronting the world. I believe MSU can continue to be a leader 
in this area, and that leadership is best demonstrated through action.  The recent 
decision by the Board of Trustees to create a recycling center is an example of that 
leadership. This specialization would be another. 
 We have rich faculty and staff resources for teaching sustainability.  This 
specialization will use those resources to the benefit of our students and 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephen Lacy 
Professor 
Department of Communication and School of Journalism 



January 23, 2008 
 
Dr. Douglas Estry, Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
447 Administration Building 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI  48824 
 
Dear Dr. Estry: 
 
I am writing regarding the Sustainability Specialization Proposal submitted by Terry 
Link, Geoff Habron, and Laurie Thorp. After examining the proposal in the context of 
my experiences as a former Michigan State University student, and in my current position 
as Sustainability Coordinator for the University of Texas at Austin, I would like to 
express my wholehearted support for this proposal.  
 
Currently at UT, I work with faculty, staff and students on a wide variety of sustainability 
projects in an attempt to facilitate communication and progress towards our campus 
sustainability goals. In my experience there is a real demand for professionals who 
understand the interrelated social, economic and environmental facets to sustainability, 
and a strong demand among students who are seeking to gain these competencies before 
they enter the workforce. As a large research university, UT is actively seeking to expand 
educational opportunities through coursework and an internship program, so students can 
earn the sustainability related skills they are academically and professionally interested in 
pursuing. I am acutely aware of the student interest in sustainability, and the actions of 
numerous other universities across the country as they work to develop programs that 
meet student demand. Universities naturally strive for unique and exceptional programs 
to stand out as leaders in the field and attract the brightest students—a goal it appears 
both UT and MSU have for their sustainability efforts. 
 
When I was a student at Michigan State, I was fortunate to have extremely positive 
interdisciplinary experiences that strengthened my academic and personal growth. As a 
member of the Honors College, I worked to express my interests in sustainability by 
earning degrees in both English and Environmental Studies and Applications. While I 
believe that I gained valuable experiences and a sound competency in sustainability, I 
regret that it is not clearly reflected in my academic record. My degrees are distinct and 
the range of interests they represent allude to my transdisciplinary work. However, the 
course work that I took in systems thinking, and community dialogue and deliberation 
appear on my transcripts as elective credit, and as such my work is not clearly 
represented. The adoption of a Sustainability Specialization would greatly enhance the 
visibility of a student’s work in the field, and significantly contribute to the student’s 
ability to market her/himself to prospective employers. As an alumna, I would be very 
proud for Michigan State to help lead the way in undergraduate sustainability education.  
 
As I examined the Sustainability Specialization Proposal, there were several educational 
components that struck me as extremely valuable. I believe the portfolio learning 
component adds a critical dimension to the specialization that will help it stand out and 



expand student learning. There is great value in using the portfolio to demonstrate 
sustainability competency especially regarding co-curricular activates. As a student I was 
involved with ECO, the University Committee for a Sustainable Campus, and Vice 
President Poston’s Environmental Stewardship Team. All of these experiences greatly 
contributed to my understanding of sustainability and how to successfully communicate 
these issues to individuals with various backgrounds. However, these experiences critical 
to my educational development are simply listed on my resume as extracurricular 
activities, and their educational value is not reflected in my academic record. Conflicted, 
I desired to devote more time to these activities, but I could not always validate that time 
and felt I always needed to put class related work first. The learning portfolio legitimizes 
these experiences. In addition, the accrual of all these experiences throughout one’s 
undergraduate education provides added significance to the portfolio, which serves as an 
excellent record of undergraduate work, and an effective method for communicating 
sustainability education to potential employers.   
 
Finally, I would like to emphasize the importance of the residential component to this 
program. While at Michigan State, I was a member of both the Residential Initiative for 
the Study of the Environment (RISE) program and the Residential Option in Arts and 
Letters (ROIAL) program, which has evolved into the new Residential College in the 
Arts and Humanities. Participating in living/learning communities was one of the reasons 
that I chose to attend MSU as a freshman. Transitioning to college after growing up in a 
small town was daunting, but the prospect of living in a community of students with 
similar interests helped to make MSU approachable. In both the RISE and ROIAL 
programs, I was able to develop lasting friendships as a result of class work and social 
activities facilitated by the living/learning community. Community learning promotes 
teamwork and dialogue among interested students both in and out of the classroom 
setting. My experiences with these programs definitively advanced my social and 
communication skills, and served as a safe and productive space to develop my sense of 
self between high school and college. This component of the Sustainability Specialization 
will strengthen the program and help it to grow.  
 
I believe that the Sustainability Specialization Proposal has exhaustively explored the 
numerous facets of student learning, and will foster critical thinking and comprehension 
of sustainability as a new generation of students prepare to become the next sustainability 
practitioners. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any additional assistance 
as you assess the Sustainability Specialization Proposal.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Chelsea Wentworth McMellen, MSU Class of 2007 
Sustainability Coordinator 
University of Texas as Austin  
Chelsea.mcmellen@austin.utexas.edu 
231-218-0874 



January	  18,	  2008	  

Ashley	  Miller	  

210	  N.	  Geneva	  St.,	  Apt.	  3	  

Ithaca,	  NY	  14850	  

	  

To	  Associate Provost, Dr. Doug Estry:	  

	  

	   I’m	  writing	  this	  letter	  as	  a	  2006	  alumni	  of	  Michigan	  State	  University	  who	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  
sustainability	  specialization	  as	  part	  of	  the	  education	  options	  for	  scholars,	  students	  and	  the	  greater	  
community	  of	  this	  university.	  	  This	  is	  a	  ripe	  time	  to	  take	  on	  an	  academic	  leap	  of	  faith	  with	  this	  
specialization	  that	  would	  support	  the	  hard	  work	  of	  many	  faculty,	  staff	  and	  students	  over	  the	  years	  that	  
have	  brought	  great	  sustainability	  strides	  for	  MSU	  and	  beyond.	  	  	  

	   During	  my	  undergraduate	  career,	  I	  truly	  benefitted	  from	  the	  opportunities	  that	  this	  land	  grant,	  
international	  university	  provided.	  	  As	  part	  of	  this,	  I	  sought	  out	  the	  RISE	  program	  and	  the	  University	  
Committee	  for	  a	  Sustainable	  campus,	  and	  had	  the	  great	  luck	  to	  be	  guided	  by	  the	  directors	  of	  these	  
programs;	  without	  them	  I	  could	  not	  have	  had	  the	  full	  experience	  I	  did.	  	  Taking	  their	  advice	  and	  following	  
a	  passion	  for	  urban	  planning	  that	  would	  unite	  my	  interests	  in	  social	  and	  environmental	  justice,	  I	  was	  
able	  to	  plan	  courses,	  join	  extracurriculars	  and	  develop	  leadership	  skills	  that	  have	  no	  doubt	  helped	  me	  to	  
shape	  my	  current	  career	  path.	  

	   I	  will	  be	  honest	  and	  say,	  in	  retrospect,	  I	  wish	  I	  could	  have	  balanced	  the	  schoolwork,	  internships,	  
clubs	  and	  committees	  I	  became	  involved	  with	  so	  that	  none	  were	  suffering	  for	  the	  others.	  	  As	  great	  as	  my	  
mentors	  were,	  there	  was	  nothing	  to	  connect	  the	  many	  dots	  of	  the	  interdisciplinary	  education	  I	  tried	  so	  
hard	  to	  get.	  	  Without	  a	  clear	  map	  of	  how	  I	  could	  make	  my	  experiences	  into	  a	  more	  cohesive	  whole,	  
myself	  and	  other	  activists	  for	  sustainability	  causes	  often	  felt	  like	  we	  were	  fighting	  against	  the	  current.	  	  
Some	  of	  my	  friends	  who	  also	  were	  drawn	  to	  sustainable	  causes	  decided	  to	  leave	  the	  clubs	  and	  issues	  
they	  once	  had	  loved	  out	  of	  frustration	  with	  their	  own	  lack	  of	  time	  and	  connection	  with	  their	  schoolwork.	  	  
I	  can	  reciprocate	  that	  sentiment	  –	  we	  all	  know	  what	  going	  in	  too	  many	  directions	  at	  once	  can	  do	  to	  our	  
ability	  to	  see	  the	  big	  picture.	  	  That	  is	  the	  true	  strength	  of	  this	  program’s	  vision	  –	  giving	  students	  the	  self	  
empowerment	  to	  follow	  their	  individual	  interests	  through	  an	  interconnected	  framework	  of	  peers	  within	  
a	  local,	  and	  global,	  context.	  	  Issues	  surrounding	  sustainability	  must	  incorporate	  a	  broad	  understanding	  of	  
the	  three	  pillars–	  environmental,	  social	  and	  economic	  –	  while	  incorporating	  both	  applied	  and	  academic	  
skills	  in	  the	  settings	  where	  interdependence	  between	  disciplines	  can	  best	  occur.	  	  I	  can	  recall	  clearly	  the	  
feeling	  of	  needing	  a	  community	  with	  which	  I	  could	  share	  resources	  and	  ideas	  among	  people	  whose	  
interests	  might	  have	  expanded	  my	  own.	  	  Eventually,	  I	  did	  find	  that	  sort	  of	  community	  at	  the	  end	  of	  my	  
stay	  at	  MSU.	  	  	  I	  could	  see	  the	  evolution	  from	  separate	  club	  efforts	  to	  common	  end	  goals	  when	  several	  
sustainably	  minded	  groups	  came	  together	  in	  the	  first	  Michigan	  Student	  Sustainability	  Coalition.	  	  While	  
this	  was	  a	  great	  milestone,	  I	  think	  that	  a	  similar	  confluence	  of	  ideas	  and	  efforts	  came	  together	  through	  
the	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  committees,	  which	  I	  was	  excited	  to	  be	  a	  part	  of,	  focusing	  on	  goal	  setting	  
and	  implementation	  of	  recent	  sustainability	  commitments	  for	  faculty,	  staff	  and	  operations.	  	  The	  
sustainability	  specialization,	  in	  my	  mind,	  really	  weds	  these	  two	  movements	  on	  campus	  -‐	  the	  operations	  



and	  administration	  side,	  with	  combined	  student	  activism-‐	  through	  the	  strengthening,	  connecting	  and	  
expanding	  of	  academic	  resources.	  

	   Ultimately,	  using	  the	  campus	  and	  community	  to	  practice	  sustainable	  thinking	  skills	  will	  create	  
both	  well	  rounded	  and	  marketable	  students	  for	  the	  types	  of	  challenges	  our	  changing	  world	  demands.	  	  
Having	  a	  specialization	  to	  navigate	  real	  world	  scenarios	  through	  such	  sustainable	  thinking	  bucks	  our	  
conventional	  way	  of	  learning,	  but	  it	  is	  essential	  in	  developing	  a	  more	  prepared	  and	  successful	  student	  
that	  can	  bring	  a	  new	  approach	  to	  problem	  solving	  wherever	  their	  careers	  leads	  them.	  	  I	  am	  in	  full	  
support	  of	  a	  more	  connected	  approach	  to	  sustainable	  thinking	  that	  bridges	  disciplines	  and	  brings	  people	  
together	  towards	  both	  personal	  and	  collective	  academic	  achievement,	  while	  leaving	  a	  positive	  impact	  
on	  the	  human-‐environment	  landscape	  of	  this	  university	  and	  the	  world	  it	  depends	  on.	  	  In	  my	  eyes,	  this	  is	  
a	  win-‐win	  that	  follows	  the	  student,	  administration,	  faculty	  and	  operations	  trends,	  and	  will	  only	  involve	  
more	  people	  in	  great	  things	  to	  come.	  

Sincerely,	  

	  

Ashley	  Miller	  

2006	  Michigan	  State	  Alumni	  

Cornell	  University	  Graduate	  Student	  

Applied	  Research	  in	  Human	  Environment	  Relations	  
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January 21, 2008

Douglas Estry,Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education
312 Hannah Administration Building

Dear Doug,

Onbehalfof the Collegeof NaturalScience,Iampleasedto offerthis letter of .

support for the proposed SustainabilitySpecializationat MichiganState University.
Both the content and the pedagogy of this new program are aligned with the CNS
mission of preparing students to be leaders in an increasinglysophisticated
scientific and technological society. Additionally,this specialization willoffer our
students a unique educational opportunity that transcends disciplinaryb9undaries
to gain a more complex understanding of our pressing societal challenges.

I am especially supportive of the competency-based focus of this curriculum. All
too often, we see new programs being proposed that are simplya re-grouping of
existing courses. The sustainability competency framework clearly spells out
concrete learning objectives and skilldevelopment for both student and instructor.
Further, I am impressed with the e-portfolio assessment system that is being
proposed; training students to gather and prepare evidence of their learning is
certainly a worthy endeavor for this institution. Finally,I am aware that the authors
of this proposal have spent a year workingwith a diverse group of faculty across the
University,buildingbroad support and designingthis innovative program.

Representing the lead college for the RISEprogram, I understand that during the
proposed three-year pilot period for the SustainabilitySpecialization,Dr.Laurie
Thorp willdedicate a portion of her time acting as Coordinator of this new

,specialization, in addition to her current role as RISEDirector. The RISEprogram
will be reassessed at the end of the three year period to determine whether the
program should stay intact or be subsumed by the SustainabilitySpecialization.





 
January 23, 2008 
 
 
Professor Douglas Estry, 
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
and Dean of Undergraduate Studies 
312 Administration Building 
CAMPUS 
 
Dear Professor Estry, 
 
I am writing to express support for the proposed undergraduate specialization in 
Sustainability.  Having followed the development of this proposal, I am pleased that 
it is now ready for implementation.  This option would serve a wide range of MSU 
undergraduates and, I believe,  would in, particular, be of interest to many 
philosophy students.  Further, as Director of Peace and Justice Studies, I think this 
imitative would complement, indeed interact, with our specialization in ways that 
would be productive for all concerned.  I look forward to collaborations with the 
Sustainability specialization both through Philosophy and through Peace and 
Justice Studies. 
 
The Department of Philosophy hopes to expand its role in teaching and research 
associated with environmental studies generally and sees the Sustainability 
specialization as an important contribution to the University’s work in this important 
area.  We have actively fostered the newly established relation between RISE and 
the College of Arts and Letters, and hope that the new specialization will further 
expand the involvement of the arts and humanities the issues on which it focuses.   
 
The current proposal is especially attractive for the fresh and thoughtful way it 
approaches its educational goals.  Its emphasis on competence formation and 
engaged learning pushes our pedagogical thinking in fruitful directions, quite apart 
from being especially apt in the case of the content of this specialization.  Both its 
methods and intellectual focus are contributions to the pursuit of MSU’s evolving 
mission.  As I understand it, the specialization sets ambitious goals for faculty as 
well as for students.  These will call for appropriate ways of cultivating faculty 
commitment and may thereby foster the kinds of collaboration we associate with 
calls for interdisciplinary teaching and research.   
 
From the perspective of the Peace and Justice Studies specialization, I see the 
Sustainability initiative as inviting the University to think in new ways about how it 
cultivates its specializations, which can offer students nice ways to draw on the 
range of educational options facing MSU undergraduates even as they must 
specialize their work around a specific major.   
 
Finally, I need to acknowledge the potential for controversy that is posed by the 
idea of sustainability.  At almost every level of the desired competences, for 
example, one can imagine fundamental debates over goals and measures.  The 
idea of sustainability itself has been challenged as an ecological ideal, both by 
opponents of environmentalism and by those who advocate other approaches.  I 
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don’t see these as reasons to hesitate in supporting this proposal, not least 
because its commitment to critical thinking is evident throughout.  Indeed, the 
specialization offers a useful medium for the discussion of these and related 
controversies.  MSU’s commitment to the broader social good would be shallow 
indeed were it not prepared to foster such initiatives and debates.  Thank you for 
your past support of this proposal and let’s hope for a timely implementation of it.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard T. Peterson 
Professor and Chair, 
Department of Philosophy 
Director, 
Peace and Justice Studies  
 
 
 



 
 

 

TO: Doug Estry 

  Associate Provost 

 

FROM: Steve Safferman 

   Associate Professor 

 

SUBJECT: Support of Sustainability Specialization Proposal 

 

DATE: February 4, 2008 

 

In regard to the Sustainability Specialization Proposal, Submitted by Terry 

Link, Geoff Habron, and Laurie Thorp, this memo shows my support of this 

specialization. As an environmental engineer and a faculty member who has 

emphasized sustainability issues in classes I have taught over the last 15 years, 

both at the University of Dayton and now at Michigan State University 

(MSU), and published on K-12 outreach and engineering experiences that 

have emphasized pollution prevention, I greatly appreciate the uniqueness and 

thoughtfulness of the proposed specialization. The approach of both curricular 

and extracurricular components maximizes a student’s flexibility while 

maintaining the identity of the specialization. Consequently, students, 

regardless of discipline, can participate. This is critical as sustainability issues 

are cross cutting and the specialization’s emphasis on system thinking, critical 

thinking, civic engagement, and inter/intra personal development cuts across 

department boundaries. Further, the approach for the specialization is truly 

holistic with its emphasis on the social, economic, ecological, and aesthetic 

components of sustainability.  

 

The process for developing the proposed specialization plan was inclusive and 

deliberate. Contingencies were discussed and the sustainability of the 

specialization was emphasized. I sincerely believe MSU students and, 

ultimately society, will benefit from the enactment of the specialization and I 

am very excited about participating. 
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January 28, 2008 
 
 
Dr. Douglas Estry 
Asc. Provost For Undergraduate Education 
312 Administration Bldg 
Michigan State University 
 
Dear Associate Provost Estry, 
 
The Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project (SMEP) Executive Committee supports the 
proposal to establish a Specialization in Sustainability.   
 
The creation of a Sustainability Specialization at Michigan State University would 
provide an opportunity for students to study and practice a different approach to our 
global challenges. The proposal states that the “complexity that engulfs us requires an 
integrative and purposeful look at the whole in the company of many…”  SMEP supports 
the approach that the Sustainability Specialization proposal promotes that would require 
“graduates to master the classical disciplines such as ethics, economics, ecology or civics, 
in addition to the transdisciplinary attributes of sustainability…”, including agriculture, 
engineering, natural sciences, politics, just to mention a few.  And would require 
graduates of the Specialization to “demonstrate an ability to use a systems approach to 
connect the many facets of complex issues, use critical thinking to weigh and evaluate 
choices, and connect personal choices with community and global consequences.” 
 
Please give this proposal to establish a Specialization in Sustainability appropriate 
consideration for approval.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sandra S. Batie 
Director of Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project and 
Elton R. Smith Professor in Food and Agricultural Policy 
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