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December 9, 2009 
 
 
Paul Cooke, Ph.D. 
Michigan State University 
 
Dr. Cooke, 
 
Below are some points I would make in testimony to a hearing board considering the closure of 
the undergraduate CSD program at MSU.  Please feel free to attribute them to me or use them in 
other ways that you see fit in your presentation to the hearing board. 
 

• Cutting the CSD program purportedly to save money will actually result in lost revenue 
from tuition credits generated by over 300 undergraduate majors. 
 

• A strong UG program is necessary to support and sustain a graduate program.  No known 
accredited MA degree programs exist without an undergraduate component to support 
them. 
 

• Elimination of the UG component while keeping the MA degree is laughable and seen as 
little more than an attempt to placate constituencies while systematically eliminating all 
CSD components at MSU. 
 

• In 2007-2008, 70 SLP positions in Michigan schools went unfilled due to a shortage of 
SLPs.  There is a projected need of 300+ SLPs in Michigan schools in the next four 
years.  (These figures are derived from only 50% of Michigan ISDs reporting.)  This is 
over and above the SLP shortages and needs in the medical sector. 
 

• There are enough people interested in CSD careers in Michigan to support the 
undergraduate and graduate programs at MSU and its sister institutions and a current 
shortage of qualified graduates from those institutions.  This cut will only exacerbate the 
shortage -problem and hurt the people of the state of Michigan.   
 

• CSD students at MSU are capable, motivated, and eager to pursue their academic and 
professional careers, as evidenced by: 

o the highest overall GPA in the college;  
o the highest number of CAS majors in the honor's college; 
o the lowest number of students on academic probation in the college; 
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o the highest number of graduate school placements in the college; 
o the highest employment rate for MA graduates in the college; 
o the largest student group in the college (NSSLHA membership = 130);  
o the longest running study abroad program in communicative disorders in the 

USA; 
o a program where over 95% of the graduate students have an international health 

care experience; and, 
o a 97% pass rate on the professional national exam (Praxis). 

 
o These facts speak volumes about quality and productivity that is historically 

commensurate with Michigan State University.  Cutting the undergraduate CSD 
program, (and in all likelihood the master’s degree program in the near future), 
speaks volumes about short-sighted and small minded problem solving and 
disregard for the needs of the people of the state of Michigan.  
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