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Entomology at Michigan State University (MSU) is critical to Michigan, the region, the country and the 
world. 

The Department of Entomology was 100 years old in 2007. Entomology was one of the keystone 
disciplines when MSU was originally formed. Our historical strengths include research; teaching; 
extension; and outreach (including the Bug House and Bug Camp). Current areas of emphasis include 
Invasive Species Ecology and Management; Integrated Pest Management; Ecology and Ecosystems 
Integration; Molecular Entomology; Forensic Entomology; Apiculture; and Specialty-crop Entomology 
and Nematology. All of these topics are critically important to Michigan, and the Department holds a 
unique place at MSU because of it. Many of our faculty are the “go-to” researchers in their field of 
specialty in the world. 

Training undergraduate students in these areas of entomology is essential to give them the skills to be 
able to get good jobs. The U.S.A. needs many more professional entomologists to help society deal with 
key issues such as invasive species; environmental health; human, plant and animal disease; structural 
pests; bioenergy; agricultural pests; environmental pests; etc. There is simply no substitute to having a 
strong undergraduate program to train entomologists, and we do a great job at this. 

Some other factors in support of enhancing our undergraduate program include:  

• It’s a bargain to MSU and the citizens of Michigan.  Eliminating the entomology major would 
not save any money, since our undergraduate advisors (Drs. Chris DiFonzo and Walt Pett) have 
added the duties to their regular position responsibilities; 

• The Department of Entomology would be the only Department under the new College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources (CANR) structure without an undergraduate major; 

• The CANR reorganization is still being developed, so eliminating the entomology major is 
premature; 

• Entomology undergraduates are essential to MSU because they pay tuition, take courses, work in 
our laboratories, become our graduate students, serve on committees; 

• The Entomology Major was rejuvenated in 2006, and from a low of one student, now has 17; the 
Department goal is to have 50 undergraduate students; 

• The Department revised the curriculum last Spring to become more responsive to student needs 
(we now offer 15 undergraduate courses); 

• A new Entomology Minor was approved by MSU within the last year, making Entomology the 
only Department in CANR that offers both an undergraduate minor and major; and 
• Purdue is the only other Big Ten University with an Entomology Major, and they 
specialize in structural entomology (which is compatible with MSU Entomology, because we do 
not specialize in this area). 

It is false economy to determine majors based on numbers alone.  Uniqueness, impact, and the value to 
Michigan’s citizens are much more important. Our undergraduate program is extremely successful. Most 
of our graduates are accepted to M.Sc. or Ph.D. programs at high-quality universities.  They are very 
loyal to MSU, and may eventually become donors. Entomologists are still in high demand by industry, 
federal and state governments, and the private sector.  There is currently a shortage of trained 
entomologists in these areas. 



Even the threat of losing the MSU Entomology undergraduate major is having serious unintended 
consequences. One key donor (and former faculty member) has already changed his will.  He has not 
only canceled a planned endowment to support an undergraduate student, but is leaving no money to 
MSU.  Three other faculty have privately told me that they are considering doing the same thing.  If this 
happens, it will be catastrophic to the future of the Department. 
  
In conclusion, the MSU Department of Entomology is one of the top 5 departments of entomology in the 
country.  Our undergraduate program is a low-cost, high-impact example of a university meeting the 
needs of the citizens of the state it serves.  Our graduates are successful in obtaining advanced degrees, 
and are loyal to MSU and the Department.  Eliminating this major would be a mistake, and has the 
potential of many unintended consequences.  Is this really the message we want to send?   
 























My Name is Chris Adams and I am an Entomology undergraduate student here at MSU.  

I do not fit your typical student profile.  I am a forty year old father of two and never really believed that 
I had a shot at working in this field.  

I have been an entomologist at heart my entire life, but it took me until now to see that there is a career 
for me in entomology.  That is the real issue.  The need for professional entomologists seems to be a 
closely guarded secret, and this is the issue that we should be addressing. 

 The argument for the importance of insect research has been made many times, by many people, who 
are much better writers than I am.  So it seems like a waste of time for me to try and list them here. But 
the fact that we are considering cutting entomology from the university seems to indicate that we need 
to be reminded again.  

The field of entomology is connected to every part of our lives and the need for research grows every 
day.  Forensic entomology has gained popularity thanks to cable TV.  Pollination of crops is threatened 
by Colony Collapse Disorder.  Millions of people die each year by diseases like malaria, vectored by 
insects.  Pesticide resistance, along with public demand for more sustainable forms of pest control, is 
generating more interest in pheromone research.  The fields of veterinary medicine, fish and wildlife, 
and urban pest control all require an understanding of entomology.  Cook Hall, the old entomology 
building, is one of the oldest buildings on campus because even then, it was understood that agriculture 
and entomology were integral to one another. 

It could be argued that the environmental movement was born here at MSU as a result of insects.  In my 
short time here as a student, I learned that the fight against insect pests using DDT led to the killing of 
hundreds of song birds on the MSU campus, which gave rise to the popular book Silent Spring.  

Given the degree to which entomology affects all other areas of study, it would seem that every student 
should be required to have a background in entomology if they graduate from MSU. 

How we can be considering eliminating this degree program is beyond my understanding.  It would be 
embarrassing to me personally, if MSU cut entomology from the undergraduate programs.  

It is my sincere hope that you will decide to keep this program in place. 

Thank you for time. 

Christopher Adams 
Entomology undergraduate student 
adamsch@msu.edu 
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