
From: Christopher P.Long [mailto:cplong@msu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 10:37 AM 
To: Hoffman, Ann <hoffman5@msu.edu>; Rauscher, Frederick <rauscher@msu.edu> 
Cc: Richards, Jeffrey <jef@msu.edu>; Bauer, Johannes <bauerj@msu.edu>; Davenport, Lucinda 
<ludavenp@msu.edu>; Gude, Karl <gudek@msu.edu>; Stacey Fox <sfox@msu.edu>; Hoppenstand, Gary 
<hoppens2@msu.edu>; Claytor, Ryan <rclaytor@msu.edu>; Corneal, Christopher <corneal@msu.edu>; 
Stowe, David <stowed@msu.edu>; Estry, Doug <estry@provost.msu.edu>; Prabu David 
<pdavid@msu.edu>; Christopher P. Long <cplong@msu.edu> 
Subject: Minors 
 
Dear CAL and CAS Colleagues: 
  
We are writing to address concerns that have arisen as our two Colleges have brought forth proposals 
for minors associated with comics, animation, and visual narrative. This is clearly an area of emerging 
interest and strength for both Colleges and we see it as an important opportunity for genuine 
collaboration.  
  
To that end, we have agreed to proceed with two distinct and complementary minors that integrate 
opportunities to substitute courses from one another and to develop cross-listed courses wherever 
there are overlapping areas of interest and strength. We do not see this as an either/or situation, but 
rather as a both/and opportunity that will give MSU students the ability to move fluidly between minors 
and programs of study as their interests and talents develop and mature.  
  
To accomplish this, we ask faculty associated with both minors to work together to identify multiple 
ways to integrate flexibility and collaboration between the minors. Could we, for example, develop an 
ENG course to be cross-listed with the JRN213 course, which focuses in part on graphic novels and their 
history. Could we, to take another example, develop a introductory drawing course in Studio Art that 
attracts a broader range of students interested in using illustrations as part of their scholarship in 
engineering and the sciences or as part of their professional career goals? Could we integrate joint study 
away or internship programs open to students in both minors? Could we create an innovative capstone 
opportunity for students from both minors to experience, present, and celebrate the work they have 
accomplished?  
  
These specific ideas are suggestions to give you a sense of the direction in which we agree to move with 
both proposals. The flexibility and the opportunities for collaboration we envision must be written into 
the proposals for both minors even as the minors together articulate how they differ from one another 
so students can make informed decisions about which minor to pursue.   
  
Given the tight timeline and the need for CAS to have their minor up and running for the Fall in order to 
further their efforts to engage partners who are willing to fund scholarships, we agreed to have the CAS 
minor move forward on the January 14th UCUE agenda. Stakeholders from both colleges will continue 
to have conversations about how the two minors will reinforce and enrich one another as they grow and 
develop. It is our expectation that when the CAL minor comes to UCUE, it will have the support of CAS, 
as the CAS minor will have from CAL. 
  
We recognize that curriculum development is always a challenge and that the Colleges need to develop 
better policies and practices to include one another earlier in the process so that we can build more 
trusting and generous relationships with one another. We are committed to working together to make 
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revisions to our practices that will create a culture of mutual respect and collaboration between the 
Colleges. Although our priorities and disciplinary expectations might differ, our successes as individual 
Colleges mutually reinforce one another; our ability to be a leading university in media arts broadly 
understood depends on our ability to collaborate effectively and respectfully as we develop the strategic 
priorities that will strengthen both Colleges. 
  
We appreciate your important work on this curriculum and look forward to seeing how these two 
successful new minors will enrich the quality of the undergraduate experience at MSU. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Prabu David and Chris Long 
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