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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
University Committee on Undergraduate Education 

DRAFT MINUTES  
Thursday, February 21, 2019 

10:15 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. 
Board Room, 4th Floor Administration Building 

 
Attending:  Rich Bellon, Andrew Corner, Deb Dotterer, Jan Eberle, Kathy Forrest, Mark Largent, Gina 
Leinninger, Sheng-Mei Ma, Helen Mayer, Norbert Mueller, Steve Shablin, Emily Tabuteau, Antoinette 
Tessmer, Scot Yoder, Matt Zierler, Mollie Mfodwo for Katie Ruger, Laura Schmitt for Robert Richardson, 
Ben Oberdick for Elizabeth Webster 
 
Absent: Stephanie Cohen, Katie Gray, China Gross, Salim Nuhu, Colleen Tremonte 
 
The agenda was approved as amended to give voice at the same time to all representatives from the College of 
Engineering and the College of Natural Science to discuss the parallel programs on today’s agenda. 
 
The minutes were approved for February 7, 2019. 
 
Comments from the Chairperson 
Chairperson Bellon reminded people to sign in on the UCUE sign in sheet at each meeting.  He also reminded 
members to utilize the site:  ucue.msu.edu for agendas, attachments, and minutes for each meeting. 
 
Comments from the Interim Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
Interim Associate Provost Largent stated that a committee will determine the new implementation partner for 
the Student Information System (SIS) within the next day.   
 
Request for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in Computational Data Science (Action Item) 
Abdol Esfahanian, Interim Chairperson, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, College of 
Engineering;  
Charles Owen, Computer Science and Engineering Curriculum Committee Chair, College of Engineering; 
Amanda Idema, Assistant Dean, College of Engineering; 
Andrew Christlieb, Chairperson, Department of Computational Mathematics, Science and Engineering, 
College of Natural Science; 
Brian O’Shea, Graduate Director, Department of Computational Mathematics, Science and Engineering, 
College of Natural Science 
 
The committee granted voice to Interim Chairperson Esfahanian, Chairperson Owen, Assistant Dean Idema, 
Chairperson Christlieb, and Dr. O’Shea,  
It was determined that the Requests for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in Computational Data Science, 
the Request for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in Data Science, and the Request for a New Minor in Data 
Science would be discussed together, however the Requests would be voted on individually.   
Chairperson Christlieb began discussion indicating that the two Bachelor of Science programs being requested 
are a culmination of three years of work.  These two Requests allow the College of Engineering and College 
of Natural Science to each offer a track in data science appropriate for their student’s interests and needs. 
Using Pennsylvania State University and the University of Michigan as models, the Colleges determined a 
fundamental common core for the first 2.5 years common across both majors.  Students will then specialize in 
a computer science or an applied data science route.  The use of a Y model was discussed indicating that 
students utilize a common curriculum then can branch into a Computational Data Science major or a Data 
Science major. Chairperson Christlieb also defined data science to include computer science, statistics, and 
mathematics.  When combined, these things are studied to find patterns in the data and draw conclusions to 
make scientific discoveries. 
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Department representatives indicated that they were able to leverage the strength and resources of three 
different departments and this mitigated the need for new resources.   
 
A discussion was held regarding department resources, engineering admissions, and advising as it relates to 
students and their decision to branch off into the different areas.  An additional advisor has been requested for 
the program and would be housed in CSME.  The advisor would be shared between the Computational Data 
Science and the Data Science program.  The importance of a well-trained advisor was discussed to assist 
students in understanding the difference between the two programs.  Advisors will also work collaboratively 
in locating internships   
 
A brief discussion was held on how the degrees interface with business analytics. 
 
A discussion was held regarding advantages if a student attempted to double major in both of the Data Science 
majors.  Although unlikely, it is possible to double major. It was noted that advisors will need to be aware of 
this. 
 
A concern was raised regarding ethical issues related to data science and if there was a course covering this 
topic.  It was noted that STT 180 and CSME 495 both have content of ethical issues in data science; however 
there is no specific course. 
 
Voice was removed from Interim Chairperson Esfahanian, Chairperson Owen, Assistant Dean Idema, 
Chairperson Christlieb, and Dr. O’Shea, 
 
The following motion passed unanimously. 

The University Committee on Undergraduate Education duly considered and endorsed the request 
for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in Computational Data Science with the following friendly 
amendments: 

1. Indicate costs of resources for new program, 
2. Specify staff requirement for the new program (see #10 on Program Request).  UCUE suggested 

copying information from #10 on Program Request form for Request for a New Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Data Science, to #10 on Program Request for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Computational Data Science, 

3. Specify CMSE 495 as a “W” course to fulfill the Tier II writing requirement. 
 
 
Request for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in Data Science (Action Item) 
 
The following motion passed unanimously. 
 

The University Committee on Undergraduate Education duly considered and endorsed the request 
for a New Bachelor of Science Degree in Data Science with a friendly amendment to specify 
CMSE 495 as a “W” course to fulfill the Tier II writing requirement. 

 
 
Request for a New Minor in Data Science (Action Item) 
 
It was stated that the Minor in Data Science focuses on mathematics, statistics, and computation and is a 
complement to many degrees in the Colleges of Natural Science and Engineering.  
 
The following motion passed unanimously. 
 

The University Committee on Undergraduate Education duly considered and endorsed the request 
for a New Minor in Data Science.  
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Chairperson Bellon indicated that Deb Moriarity, as acting chair of the Steering Committee, asked UCUE to 
discuss if they think the academic calendar should be revisited, including the possibilities of allowing for a 
Fall Break, increasing Thanksgiving break, or adding of a three-week “J-Term” before the start of Spring 
Semester.  A straw vote indicated UCUE members were evenly divided with one third of members indicating 
yes, one third indicating no, and one third not sure. 
 
Chairperson Bellon moderated a discussion of the pros and cons of revisiting the academic calendar. The 
committee noted various implications of proposed changes. A J-Term would require Spring Semester to start 
after Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  The J-Term could be a time for remedial courses, intensive research 
experiences, or study abroad and study away.  For students not participating in the J-Term, this would extend 
their winter break. 
 
It was noted that one of the main considerations for a Fall Break is to improve students’ mental health.  There 
is an increased need for psychological services on campus during the fall due to the fact that there is no break 
between from when classes begin to Thanksgiving weekend.  Discussion included effects on football 
attendance and professors’ concerns of students being on break before an exam.  Steve Shablin shared 
information on experiences relating to Fall Break at other Big 10 Universities indicating that sometimes 
students will tack extra days onto a break to extend time off, which creates problems.  It was noted that 
relative to other universities, MSU starts spring semester early and therefore students graduate early which 
gives them a head start in the job market.  
 
Further discussion included the following points: 
 

- Why does MSU start Fall Semester on a Wednesday opposed to a Monday? (The reason for this is the 
health and safety of students. When students, and especially freshman, arrive on campus immediately 
before a weekend, the number of alcohol-related incidents are dramatically higher than they are with a 
Wednesday start).  

- Will the addition of a J-Term will create pressure on students to take more classes instead of using the 
time as a real break? 

- How would a J-Term work with flat rate tuition and financial aid? 
- What effect would a Fall Break have on the two seven week summer sessions? 

 
Chairperson Bellon agreed to forward the following items to Deb Moriarity: UCUE committee report from 
2016 regarding fall break, previous meeting notes, and a copy of the calculations with the following two 
recommendations if the academic calendar is changing, 1) contact the Registrar immediately, and 2) UCUE 
would like to be involved on some level.  In conclusion, UCUE agreed to cautiously move forward on the 
possibility of changes to the academic calendar. 
 
Terry Curry, Associate Provost for Academic Human Resources, spoke with UCUE regarding the internal 
search process for the next Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education.  A subcommittee consisting of 
Antoinette Tessmer, Scott Yoder, and Rich Bellon was appointed to create a document outlining search 
procedures.   
 
After discussion about waiting to have the search until a new President of MSU was appointed, a motion to 
delay the search failed.  It was agreed that the UCUE subcommittee would create the procedural document 
and send to UCUE members for review in the next two weeks.  After UCUE’s approval, it will be sent to 
Associate Provost Curry.  
 
Roundtable 
There were not items reported during roundtable. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lynne Frechen. 


