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February 3, 2021 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Dr. Mark Largent, Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 
   and Dean of Undergraduate Studies 
 
FROM:  Dr. John Gaboury, Associate Provost for Academic Services, 
   Enrollment Management, and Academic Initiatives 
 
RE:  Request for a New Minor in Writing 
 

For Transmittal to the University Committee on Undergraduate 
Education (UCUE) 

 
The request referenced above is being sent to the University Committee on 
Undergraduate Education (UCUE) in accordance with the Bylaws for Academic 
Governance, 4.4.  
 
UCUE Response Requested:  
 
Please ask the committee to consider the request referenced above and provide 
consultative commentary.  Please mail the related materials referenced under the 
heading Attachments at the end of this memorandum to the committee members. 
 
After receiving the committee’s consultative response, the Provost will make a 
determination to forward or not to forward the request to the University Committee on 
Curriculum for its approval of curriculum and degree requirements. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Joy Speas, University Curriculum Administrator, 
at 5-8420. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Attachments: 

 
 1. Request to Establish a New Academic Program form dated January 26, 

2021: Minor in Writing and attachments. 
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS 
 
1. Request to establish a Minor in Writing in the Department of Writing, Rhetoric and American 

Cultures. The University Committee on Undergraduate Education (UCUE) will consider this 
request. 

 
 a. Background Information: 
  

The Minor in Writing, administered by the Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and American 
Cultures, will support students who wish to develop as writers beyond what is offered in 
Tier I or Tier II but who do not wish to become professional writing majors. These students 
are committed to another area of research or praxis, but recognize the value of 
writing for their field and communities. This dual attention—to a distinct professional field 
and its intersection with public writing—is distinctive of students in the minor. 
 
The creation of a Minor in Writing is an opportunity to engage with MSU undergraduates in 
the SPARTANS WILL mission. Spartan alumni, community advocates, and industry 
professionals with expertise in writing for specific audiences can better work for change 
within our global information economy. Students must be sophisticated communicators to 
work for change in our increasingly interconnected world. This minor supports MSU’s land 
grant mission of cross- and interdisciplinary enterprises by helping students to connect 
the humanities to the sciences and professions. 

   
 b. Academic Programs Catalog Text: 

 
The Minor in Writing, which is administered by the Department of Writing, Rhetoric and 
American Cultures, provides exposure to rhetorical analysis, community-based research, 
and writing strategies of the discipline of writing and rhetoric. This knowledge and skill 
base may be used to complement majors in a wide range of fields. The minor is intended 
for students who wish to develop as writers beyond what is offered in Tier I or Tier II but 
who do not wish to become professional writing majors, but recognize the value of writing 
for their field and communities. 
 
The minor is available as an elective to students who are enrolled in bachelor’s degree 
programs at Michigan State University.  With the approval of the department and college 
that administer the student’s degree program, the courses that are used to satisfy the 
requirements for the minor may also be used to satisfy the requirements for the bachelor’s 
degree. 
 
Students who plan to complete the requirements of the minor should consult an 
undergraduate advisor in the Department of Writing, Rhetoric and American Cultures. 

 
Requirements for the Minor in Writing 
        CREDITS 
Complete a minimum of 15 credits from the following: 
1. Both of the following courses (6 credits): 

WRA 202 Introduction to Professional and Public Writing 3 
WRA 330 Writing Research in Communities and Cultures 3 

2. One of the following courses (3 credits): 
WRA 325 Writing and Multimodality    3 
WRA 415 Digital Rhetoric     3 

3. One of the following courses (3 credits): 
WRA 331 Writing in the Public Interest (W)   3 
WRA 333 Writing in Corporate Contexts   3 
WRA 335 Writing in Scientific Contexts   3 
WRA 337 Writing and Public Policy    3 

4. Complete 3 to 6 credits of electives in WRA or XA at the 200-level or 
or higher as approved by the student’s academic advisor. 

 
 
 
 Effective Spring 2022. 
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View a Program

Joy Speas, RO Wednesday, 2/3/2021

Program Name: Writing 

Degree: MNUN        Sequence Number: 1

Program Request ID: 4450

Effective Dates: Spring 2022 - Open         Status: Interim         Initial Action: New

Requested Date:  1/8/2021 11:24:18 AM

1. Department/School/College:

  04054 .... Department of Writing, Rhetoric and American Cultures

2. Name of Program:

Writing

3. Name of Degree:

MNUN

4. Type of Program:

Minor 

5. Effective Start Semester:

Spring 2022

6. Target student audience for the program:

Students seeking to work as writers within other disciplinary fields

7. Enrollment:

What is the expected enrollment per year: 30 

 

What is the minimum enrollment acceptable:  5

8. Source of budget for the program:

To align academic planning and curricular change, ALL requests for NEW funds must be

included in the College's annual planning letter. Provost approval of new funds and the

effective date for the new program must align. If funding is not approved, then the

program request will not be forwarded to Faculty Senate. 

 

Internal reallocation 

 

Michigan State University Office of the Registrar

(/)

https://reg.msu.edu/
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If new funds, was this request included in the College's annual planning letter? 

Indicate yes or no. If no, then this is a department or college fund reallocation (If the

program is implemented, no additional resources are required.). 

9. Projected Costs as compared to other programs in unit:

Same

10. Staff requirement:

How many additional staff will be required:  0 

 

Who will provide the primary instruction. Describe any external linkages(industry,

government, etc.):  

    Kate Birdsall, WRAC-CAL; Kate Fedewa, WRAC-CAL; Casey Miles, WRAC-CAL; and

other WRAC faculty interested in teaching

11. Will additional equipment be required:

Approximate cost:  0 

 

Source of funding:  

12. Will additional library materials be required:

Approximate cost:  0 

 

Source of funding:  

13. Will additional space be required:

Type:   

 

Approximate amount:  

14. If the program requirements contain a named concentration, do you wish for the

concentration to be noted on the student's transcript?:

No

15. Detailed Description:

 

A. Background Information and Considerations: The Minor in Writing, administered by the
Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and American Cultures, will support students who wish to develop
as writers beyond what is offered in Tier 1 or Tier 2 but who do not wish to become P2W majors.
These students are committed to another area of research or praxis, but recognize the value of
writing for their field and communities. This dual attention—to a distinct professional field and its
intersection with public writing—is distinctive of students in the minor.

B. Rationale for Offering the Program at MSU: The creation of a Minor in Writing is an
opportunity to engage with MSU undergraduates in the SPARTANS WILL mission. Spartan alumni,
community advocates, and industry professionals  with expertise in writing for specific audiences
can better work for change within our global information economy. Students must be sophisticated
communicators to work for change in our increasingly interconnected world. This minor supports
MSU’s land grant mission of cross- and interdisciplinary enterprises by helping students to connect
the humanities to the sciences and professions.
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C. Rationale for the Program being housed in Writing, Rhetoric, and American

Cultures: The Minor in Writing is administered by the Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and
American Cultures (WRAC), which is housed in the College of Arts & Letters (CAL). The minor
uses existing professional and public writing curriculum and faculty expertise for core courses
situated in WRAC.

D. Educational Objectives of the Program: This minor frames writing as a strategy through
which to act in other professional fields. This dual attention—to a distinct professional field and its
intersection with public writing—is distinctive of students in the minor. Such writers comprehend
that rhetorics, technologies, disciplines, and cultures constantly shape each other and that writers
must adapt to this interplay if they are to do good work in the world.

E. Faculty who were instrumental in developing the program and faculty who will be

responsible for implementing the program: CORE FACULTY INCLUDE: Kate Birdsall,
WRAC-CAL; Kate Fedewa, WRAC-CAL; Casey Miles, WRAC-CAL; and other WRAC faculty
interested in teaching

F. List the student learning outcomes for this program.  Learning outcomes are
statements which describe what students should know or be able to do when they
complete the program.

Students will demonstrate attention to rhetorical contexts.
Students will compose for and with diverse audiences.
Students will describe their responsibility as liaisons between and members of
professional communities and their audiences.
Students will collaborate with attention to project management and citizenship.
Students will create with attention to their own positionality as well as the cultures and
communities they create for and within.
Students will make research-based arguments that are supported by clear claims and
evidence.
Students transfer rhetorical skills to professional and public contexts.

  

  

1. Below are the institutional level Undergraduate Learning Goals and their associated
dimensions.  Check the boxes which align with the learning outcomes for this program. 
(If this program is a graduate program, skip to the next question). 
  

Analytical Thinking
Acquires, analyzes, and evaluates information from multiple sources
Synthesizes and applies information within and across disciplines
Identifies and applies, as appropriate, quantitative methods for defining and responding
to problems
Identifies the credibility, use and misuse of scientific, humanistic and artistic methods

Cultural Understanding
Reflects on experiences with diversity to demonstrate knowledge and sensitivity
Demonstrates awareness of how diversity emerges within and across cultures
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Effective Citizenship
Understands the structures of local, national, and global governance systems and acts
effectively within those structures in both individual and collaborative ways.
Applies knowledge and abilities to solve societal problems in ethical ways.

Effective Communication
Identifies how contexts affect communication strategies and practices
Engages in effective communication practices in a variety of situations and with a variety
of media.

Integrated Reasoning
Critically applies liberal arts knowledge in disciplinary contexts and disciplinary
knowledge in liberal arts contexts 
Uses a variety of inquiry strategies incorporating multiple views to make value
judgments, solve problems, answer questions, and generate new understanding

  

Briefly explain how the student learning outcomes for the program align with and
support the institutional Undergraduate Learning Goals. 
The Minor in Writing provides exposure to rhetorical analysis, community-based research, and
writing strategies of the discipline of writing and rhetoric. This knowledge and skill base may
be used to complement majors in a wide range of fields. 
  

2. Describe how you will assess each learning outcome listed in question 1.  Include a
description of the evidence you will collect as well as when the assessment will take place. 
(Evidence should be learning a student demonstrates and might include a set of questions
from an examination, a course assignment, a final project in a capstone course, a national
licensure exam, a senior thesis or project, an evaluation of student work at an internship
or clinical site, auditions, performances, etc). 
The Chair of the Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and American Cultures, in consultation with
the faculty in the writing minor, will regularly evaluate the Minor in Writing. This evaluation
will draw on a combination of the following: student portfolios and reflective statements,
student assignments, exit surveys, student evaluations, and student enrollment. 
  

G. Program description including statement and specific requirements of the program as

they will appear in the university catalog. 
The Minor in Writing, which is administered by the Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and
American Cultures, provides exposure to rhetorical analysis, community-based research, and
writing strategies of the discipline of writing and rhetoric. This knowledge and skill base may
be used to complement majors in a wide range of fields. 
  

The minor is available as an elective to students who are enrolled in bachelor’s programs at
Michigan State University and who wish to develop as writers beyond what is offered in Tier 1
or Tier 2 but who do not wish to become P2W majors. These students are committed to another
area of research or praxis, but recognize the value of writing for their field and communities. 
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DEPARTMENT LEVEL APPROVAL STATUS 

Approved: Department of Writing, Rhetoric and American Cultures  
1/25/2021 4:04:13 PM by Kate Fedewa for Jacqueline Rae Rhodes, Chairperson 

COLLEGE LEVEL APPROVAL STATUS 

Approved: College of Arts and Letters  
1/25/2021 5:08:29 PM by Leann Dalimonte for Cara Cilano, Associate Dean 

  

  

Requirements for the Minor in Writing 
Complete 15-18 credits from the following courses: 
 
1. Complete both of the following courses (6 credits): 
WRA 202 Intro to Professional and Public Writing (3) 
WRA 330 Writing Research in Communities and Cultures (3) 
 
2. Complete one of the following courses (3 credits): 
WRA 325 Writing and Multimodality (3) 
WRA 415 Digital Rhetoric (3) 
 
3. Complete one of the following courses (3 credits): 
WRA 331 Writing in the Public Interest (W)(3) 
WRA 333 Writing in Corporate Contexts (3) 
WRA 335 Science Writing (3) 
WRA 337 Writing and Public Policy (3) 
 
4. Complete electives with a WRA or XA designation at the 200-level or higher (3-6
credits) 
 

  
  
 

16. Are there admissions requirements for this program?:

Grade or grade-point average requirements and if so in which course(s), portfolio

requirement, audition, essay, etc. If there are not admission requirements other than

those required by the University policy indicate "none". 

 none
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WRITING, RHETORIC and
AMERICAN CULTURES

Jacqueline Rae Rhodes, Chairperson

The Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and American Cultures of-
fers programs that share core understandings about writing,
namely that it is embedded in cultures, involves purposeful rhetor-
ical action, is multimodal, and in the 21st century occurs in digital
environments.

The First-Year Writing Program provides courses that facilitate
students’ successful transition to writing in higher education and
beyond. Its 100-level courses fulfill the university’s Tier I Writing
requirement.

The professional and public writing major leads to a Bachelor of
Arts that prepares students for careers as professional editors
and publishers, technical writers, information developers, and
web authors as well as for graduate study.

The graduate program offers a doctorate in rhetoric and writing
and a Master of Arts in digital rhetoric and professional writing and
in critical studies in literacy and pedagogy.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

1

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS
Updated through the January 19, 2021 Report of the UCC to the Faculty Senate

DRAFT
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MINOR IN WRITING 
 
The Minor in Writing, which is administered by the Department of Writing, Rhetoric and 
American Cultures, provides exposure to rhetorical analysis, community-based research, 
and writing strategies of the discipline of writing and rhetoric. This knowledge and skill 
base may be used to complement majors in a wide range of fields. The minor is intended 
for students who wish to develop as writers beyond what is offered in Tier I or Tier II but 
who do not wish to become professional writing majors, but recognize the value of writing 
for their field and communities. 
 
The minor is available as an elective to students who are enrolled in bachelor’s degree 
programs at Michigan State University.  With the approval of the department and college 
that administer the student’s degree program, the courses that are used to satisfy the 
requirements for the minor may also be used to satisfy the requirements for the bachelor’s 
degree. 
 
Students who plan to complete the requirements of the minor should consult an 
undergraduate advisor in the Department of Writing, Rhetoric and American Cultures. 

 
Requirements for the Minor in Writing 
        CREDITS 
Complete a minimum of 15 credits from the following: 
1. Both of the following courses (6 credits): 

WRA 202 Introduction to Professional and Public Writing 3 
WRA 330 Writing Research in Communities and Cultures 3 

2. One of the following courses (3 credits): 
WRA 325 Writing and Multimodality    3 
WRA 415 Digital Rhetoric     3 

3. One of the following courses (3 credits): 
WRA 331 Writing in the Public Interest (W)   3 
WRA 333 Writing in Corporate Contexts   3 
WRA 335 Writing in Scientific Contexts   3 
WRA 337 Writing and Public Policy    3 

4. Complete 3 to 6 credits of electives in WRA or XA at the 200-level or 
or higher as approved by the student’s academic advisor. 

 
 
 
 

jlspeas
Oval




